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“As An Engineer, I Do These Things…”





     (142-147)

Janae was nervous. Her son had invited her to visit his third grade class on Career Day.  Janae had been an aerospace engineer with NASA for the past ten years and worked on a number of advancements in booster rocket design.  She entered the classroom timidly, took a deep breath and searched frantically for her son.  Once she took the seat next to him, the teacher’s voice seemed to blast Janae out of her seat; “Class, Rahid’s mother, Ms. Wallace, has come to talk to you about the career of engineering.  Ms. Wallace, would you come to the front of the class, please?”  Janae stood up and faced the class.  There was a sea of waving hands competing for her attention.  “OK, I guess we’ll start with questions.”  One by one the children called out their questions:  “What kind of train do you drive?”  “Where are your overalls?”  “If the train is moving, when do you get to sleep?”  Janae smiled.  “I’m not that kind of engineer.  I am an engineer who designs things.  I help make booster rockets for the aerospace industry.”  The class became silent.  Finally, one little hand was raised.  “What’s a booster rocket?”

1. What is the definition of language?

2. Name and explain the two types of meaning found in language.

3. Why do the children in the class have a different denotative meaning for some of the language used by Janae?

4. What could Janae do to help the children in the class understand her language?

