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Everybody's Talking At Me!
     (142-147)

Lucilla was a good student and planned to study for her Radiologic Technician’s Certificate.  She was thrilled to begin her first day at college, where she had registered for a full load of courses.  One of the academic counselors had suggested a special section of the interpersonal communication class to help Lucilla learn to deal with patients more effectively.  She entered the class and took a seat near the front of the room.  As the other students wandered into the class, Lucilla looked at them and smiled.  After a short time, she was confused.  The words the students were using were not familiar to her.  Some common words were used in a way that Lucilla could not understand.  Students were talking about “hitting the screen,” “passing out” of a class, working “24-7” just to keep up with classes.  The instructor finally entered the room, called roll, Lucilla answered “here” and was given a partner to interview as an ice breaking exercise.  The partner helped Lucilla feel a little better by stating, “After awhile you’ll get used to the way we talk.  Just give yourself time to learn the language.  It’ll come to you.”  Lucilla left the class eager to be successful in her new environment.

1. What is the definition of language?

2. Name and explain the two kinds of meaning in language.

3. Does Lucilla attempt to interpret the slang connotatively or denotatively?  Explain your response.

4. Why is becoming aware of denotation and connotation important in effective interpersonal communication?

