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“Mom and Dad, this is Alex….”    (70-76)

 

“Mom, are you sure it’s all right for Alex to come with me for Thanksgiving?  I know that things are crazy with Uncle Jim’s family coming in, but I really want you to meet Alex.”  Vanessa hadn’t heard Joe sound this excited about someone in a long time and was thrilled.  “Sure, Joe.  There’s always room for one more around the table, and from everything you’ve told us about Alex, we want to meet this person!”  Vanessa had always worried about Joe.  She was afraid he was destined to be alone.  He was getting older, and had never had a relationship that lasted for more than a few months.  Each woman seemed wonderful to Vanessa and her husband, but Joe just wasn’t comfortable with one thing or another.  Since moving from Cincinnati to Phoenix, Joe hadn’t been home much and Vanessa worried about him being alone in a strange place.  Once Joe began to describe Alex -- how Alex was intelligent, fun, and witty -- those worries left Vanessa.  He spoke of Alex’s eyes, and how Alex was a good listener and made Joe feel stronger as a person.  When she thought about Joe’s comments, Vanessa couldn’t imagine a more perfect candidate for a daughter-in-law.  

 

On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, Vanessa waited for her husband to return from the airport with Joe and Alex.  She was taking a pie out of the oven, when the back door opened.  Vanessa looked up to see Joe’s smiling face.  “Hi, Mom!  It’s so great to see you.” Joe gave his Mom a big hug.  When they broke from the embrace, Vanessa looked behind Joe to see a tall, attractive, blond man.  “Mom, this is Alex.”  Vanessa paused for a split second, and then extended her hand in greeting.  “Welcome to our home, Alex.”

 

1. Name and define the steps of the perceptual process.

2. How did Vanessa complete the steps of the perceptual process to create her mental image of Alex before actually meeting him?  Be specific, naming each step with your explanation.

3. How does Vanessa appear to complete the perceptual process upon meeting Alex face-to-face? Be specific, naming each step with your explanation.
