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Activity # 9

Statements of Credibility

Objective:  to help the students identify statements which enhance source credibility and to create such statements for use in a persuasive speech.

General Instructions:

In groups, students will listen to audio clips of selected speeches which incorporate statements of source credibility.  After listening to each clip, students should rate the speaker in terms of credibility and indicate specific statements which led to their rating.  Students should finally revise the statements, or create additional statements, which would improve the source credibility of the speaker.

Specific Instructions:

The class should be broken into groups.  After the groups are settled, the instructor will prepare to play audio clips of speeches, telling the students the title of the speech from which each clip was taken, and the name of the speaker in each clip.  After each audio clip is played, the groups should answer the following questions.  After all the clips are completed, each group should present their answers to the class to create a discussion on the topic.

1.  Did you feel the speaker had any initial credibility?  What led you to this judgment?

2.  Did you feel the speaker created any derived credibility?

3. Name some specific statements the speaker made which created derived credibility.

4. Could the speaker have increased their credibility by including other statements?

5.  Create two statements the speaker could have included which would increase their derived credibility.

