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Activity # 12

Impromptu!

Objective:  to help the students learn to do a simple impromptu speech.

General Instructions:

The class will brainstorm a number of informative speech topics.  From that list of topics, each student will be asked to give a two-minute impromptu speech.  After the completion of each speech, the class will be required to determine if the speech was about an object, event or concept.

Specific Instructions:

The instructor should record a numbered list of possible speech topics generated in a class brainstorming session.

Without seeing the list, each student should call out a number, and prepare a two-minute impromptu speech using the corresponding speech topic.

After each speech is presented, the class should determine whether the speech was about an object (person place or thing), an event (an occasion in history) or a concept  (a belief, theory or principle).

The students should also try to determine if they heard any subjective, or persuasive language in the presentation.

Consider these questions:

· What makes an impromptu speech effective?

· What organizational approach was most common in the speeches?

· How do topic choices connect with the speaker's organizational choices?

· Where any of the speeches persuasive?  If so, in what way? 

What did you learn from this exercise?
